
Spir it  Week
This year 's Spirit Week was one for the 

books. The school kicked off the week in their 

pajamas, slippers, and crazy onesies. The next 

day, students and faculty showed up in their 

ugly sweaters for the Christmas in December 

theme. The week moved into Wacky Wednesday, 

with many wearing wild hair, clothes inside-out, 

and mismatched socks and shoes. Nearing the 

end of the week, students showed up in clothes 

from all decades on Throwback Thursday. Finally, 

everyone showed up decked in pink from head 

to toe on Friday, gearing up for the pep rally and 

the football game against Fleetwood. It was a week full of good vibes and SV 

spirit. The hallways were decorated with movies: seniors had The Wizard of Oz, 

juniors had Star Wars, sophomores had Shrek, and freshman had The Lion King.
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Pantherette would like to apologize to Lily Isenberg for attributing her article 
about the Spirit King candidates to another author. The club would also like to 
apologize to Mrs. Kneeream for misspelling her last name--- her article is reprinted 
below.
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Mrs. Kneeream
Anna Gwiazdowski ?22

What  m ade you want  t o com e back  t o SV? I was in the dental field at first, but always wanted to 

work with kids. The job offered better hours and was closer to home, so I took it.  

Where did you go t o college? I went to Berks Technical Institute for dental.

As an SV graduat e, what  is your  favor it e m em ory here? I 

loved Friday night football games, hanging out with friends, the 

talent show, and battle of the classes.

Do you have any k ids? I have a 17 month old daughter. 

What  do you do in your  f ree t im e? I spend time with my 

daughter and husband; I also watch the Eagles/Notre Dame 

football.

Favor it e holiday and why? Christmas is my favorite holiday 

because I get to spend time with my family, especially my 

daughter and nieces. 

Favor it e rest aurant  in Berks Count y and go t o order? My 

favorite restaurant is Austin?s: I get steak with fries and cinnamon apples. 

Favor it e spor t ? Football is my favorite sport to watch, volleyball to play. 

Favor it e t h ing about  your  job? I like to interact with students, the staff is great, and it is a fun and 

relaxed environment.
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Nam e: Jennifer Boyer

Subject s Taught : 10th grade 20th Century 

American History, AP US History, AP 

Government and Politics 

Tot al Years in Educat ion : 15

Tot al Years at  Schuylk i l l  Valley High School : 

12

What  I Like Most  About  Teaching: I love 

watching students put things together on 

their own. I can see the wheels turning in 

their heads and suddenly they make a 

comment or have a question that 

demonstrates that what we are learning has 

suddenly become real and important and it now belongs to them!    

Hobbies/ Int erest s: Yoga (can?t live without it!), reading, movies, gardening, road trips or any 

form of travel. 

Advice t o Beginning Teachers: Get 

comfortable with the idea that you do not 

know the answer to every question.  If you 

admit to your students that you don?t know the answer it becomes a 

learning opportunity for both of you!

SEPTEMBER TEACHER OF THE 
MONTH: MRS. BOYER
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S.O.G. Showt im e: ?Fam iliar ? Faces Meet  Success in t he 
Music Indust ry

Addison Angstadt ?21

S.O.G. (Sons of God) is a rap group that consists of the Solomon brothers: Eliab ?20, Nat ?18, 
and Jethro ?17. The group has been active on social media since 2017, and their very popular single 
?Berks County? was released in 2018. The ?Berks County? music video has amassed over eight 
thousand views since it was first released. In July 2019, S.O.G. released an album titled Bipolar. The 
album features songs such as ?610 Massacre,? ?Scar,? ?Familiar,? ?Revenge,? and ?Sayonara.? In 
addition to releasing music, the group performs live around the area; their most recent show on 
October 27th was held at The Loft in Reading. S.O.G. has over seven thousand fans on Instagram 
alone, many of them being SV students. It is obvious that the group has seen success already and 
are continuing to grow their musical repertoire along with their fanbase.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Choir  Mem bers Shine at  Dist r ict  and Count y Chorus
Jessica Hummel '22

Over the past month, Governor Mifflin 
hosted auditions for the Music Educators of Berks 
County?s (MEBC) Senior County Chorus. Out of the 
students who auditioned, Mackenzie Bossler 
(Soprano II), Ann Davila (Soprano II), Daniel Koch 
(Tenor I), Brian Gamber (Tenor I), and Nathan Raver 
(Bass I) all made the ensemble. 

Along with that, sophomore Nathan Raver 
also made Pennsylvania Music Educator 
Assosiation?s (PMEA) District 10 Chorus. Nathan 
placed 14th among the 103 Bass I students who 
auditioned. The chorus festival will be held January 
15-17, 2020 at Boyertown Area Senior High School.
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Hom ecom ing Dance Recap 
Fayth Dalton '22

The homecoming dance was held in the cafeteria on Saturday, October 13th. Students 
pre-ordered tickets at a cost of $3. The dress attire was semi-formal, so students could not wear 
jeans, sneakers, or anything casual. There was a wide variety of music played, and more than the 
required amount of 100 people came. Overall, it was a fun, energetic night.

Congrat ulat ions t o 
t he 2019-2020 

Hom ecom ing Queen, 
Layom i Adeojo, and 

Spir it  King, Alex 
Gonzalez!

HOMECOMING WEEK

Above: Hoco 
Queen 

Runner-Up, 
Nicole 

Danks, and 
her escort, 

older brother 
Aaron Danks

On lef t : Spirit King Alex Gonzalez before the 
annual Homecoming day pep rally.

On lef t : 
Hoco Queen 

Layomi 
Adeojo and 
her escort, 
younger 

brother and 
fourth-grader  
Jesu Adeojo.
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Why Go Anywhere Else?  but  Rut t er ?s?
Dan Koch ?21

Have you ever needed a place to kill t ime after school? How about somewhere to grab a 
quick, tasty snack? Maybe you need to fuel up before the commute home? If you are in need of a 
place to fulfill any of these needs, look no further than the newly opened Rutter?s on Route 61. 
Featuring sixteen fueling stations and five semi-truck dedicated diesel fueling bays, there?s no place 
you can "gas up and go" quicker! While sporting a multitude of gas pumps and a crisp new paint 
job that grants passersby a striking view of the facility, the true value of Rutter?s is found within. 
Upon entering the building's sliding doors, the immensity of Berks County?s newest landmark is 
very apparent. The entirety of the 10,257 square foot floor space is put to use, packed with shelves 
of snacks, drinks, seating, and various accessories for truck drivers. The dining experience at 
Rutter?s does not stop at mere bagged snacks. No, a diversity of hot and ready food can be found 

just behind the back counter. The menu 
ranges from soups and salads to fried chicken 
wings and pizza to cheesecake and breakfast 
sandwiches. So, if you ever need a coffee or 
egg sandwich before school, a place to hang 
before the start of a game or practice, or need 
a swift refill of gas, ?Why Go Anywhere 
Else??TM

Top Ten Halloween 
Cost um es of  2019

Lilyana Isenberg '20

1. Horse Head Mask 
2. Harambe/Gorilla Costume 
3. Jurassic World T-Rex Inflatable Costume
4. Classic Deadpool Costume
5. Suicide Squad Harley Quinn Costume
6. Wonder Woman Costume
7. Star Wars The Force Awakens Adult 

Costume
8. Despicable Me 2 Minion Costume
9. Where?s Waldo Adult Costume
10.  Ghostbuster Movie Deluxe Costume

Source: 
https://www.savantmag.com/best-halloween-co
stumes-reviews/

Isabella Hoelt zel , Allora Fernandez, and 
Liz Valer iano in their costumes on 
Halloween. Turn to page 15 for some more 
snapshots of students around the valley!
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Berks Count y Out st anding Young Wom en Program
Layomi Adeojo '20

On September 28 2019, I competed with 

13 other girls in the Outstanding Young Woman 

Scholarship program. After four long months of 

attending rehearsals, memorizing choreography, 

fine-tuning my talent, and learning interview 

skills, it all culminated to that Saturday night, 

center stage at Kutztown Area High School. It 

was an honor and a privilege to represent our 

school district.

There are a few steps to compete. First, 

you have to be a junior?  around 

late-March/early-April, you?ll fill out and send an 

application. Then, all applicants from around the county come to a preliminary judging session, 

which consists of an interview and a short talent performance. Finally, you?ll find out that same day 

if you?ve been chosen as the representative from your school district. From there, you?ll attend 

rehearsals and get-togethers with the other girls, all in preparation for the final competition. The 

judges make their decisions based on five categories: Scholarship & Achievement, Interview, 

Performing Arts, Aerobics & Fitness, and Presence & Presentation.

Though it was quite a bit of work, it was an unforgettable, enriching experience. I grew more 

confident as an individual and formed close bonds with the other girls. In fact, I now have a friend in 

almost every Berks County School District. Though it is a contest, there is much more emphasis on 

growing as a person than winning awards. I strongly encourage junior girls to apply, so please 

contact me if you?re interested and/or have questions!

New York  Tim es Not  Perm it t ed in Flor ida Library
Pantherette Staff

Five county commissioners from Citrus County Florida have decided that their Public Library 

should not have a subscription to the New York Times. According to The Washington Post, The Wall 

Street Journal, and Florida?s Orlando Weekly, the five men unanimously denied a request from their 

local library to spend $2,700 annually on a digital subscription to the New York Times, because the 

paper is ?fake news? and they ?agree with Donald Trump ."

During an Oct. 24 discussion, all five members of the commission agreed to reject the 

funding request, which was also the same day the Trump Administration announced that it was 

canceling federal agencies? subscriptions to the Times and the Washington Post. They also 

validated the fact that the decision was not due to lack of funds.

In what has been deemed an ironic twist, the commissioners declared October ?Friends of 

the Library Month.?
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Tam aqua Rescinds Policy t o Arm  School Em ployees
Emily Zaharia ?21

A new state law defining who may carry firearms in Pennsylvania?s 

schools provoked the Tamaqua Area School Board to repeal a policy 

that would have allowed certain district employees to be armed at 

school. The school board adopted the policy unanimously on 

September 18 of last year, becoming the first district in PA to allow 

teachers and other staff to be armed at school.

Soon after, the Tamaqua Education Association filed a lawsuit in an 

effort to block the policy, arguing that it violated the Pennsylvania 

School Code. Act 67, which demanded the Pennsylvania School Code 

to organize stricter training requirements and clarify who would take 

on the role of a police officer if necessary, was made a law in July. The 

school board voted unanimously to rescind the policy, which had been put on hold while the 

lawsuit was underway. The Tamaqua Education Association then withdrew its lawsuit.

?This legislation removes any ambiguity about whether teachers may be designated as 

?security personnel,?? Governor Tom Wolf said on July 2 after signing the Senate Bill 621. ?It 

clearly and plainly established that they may not. The students, parents, and educators in the 

commonwealth can now be secure in the knowledge that teachers can dedicate themselves to 

teaching our children, and that the security of school facilit ies rests in the hands of trained, 

professional security personnel.?

The Tamaqua policy would have allowed teachers to carry firearms while performing 

school duties, as long as they completed their set requirements of training. The Tamaqua 

Education Association stated that the district?s policy violated the School Code because the 

training fell well short of what was required by state law for armed school law enforcement 

officers.

?The Tamaqua Education Association does not object to the presence of firearms at 

school to protect students, but only a properly trained school police officer or law enforcement 

officer should carry a gun on school property,? Frank Wenzel, president of the Tamaqua 

Education Association, said when the lawsuit was filed. ?Our top priority is always the safety of 

the students and staff.?

A spokesman for the association said educators are willing to work with the school board 

to help ensure the safest learning environment possible for students, consistent with the law. 

The president of the Tamaqua School Board, Larry Wittig, intends to revise the previous policy 

with the wording of the law in mind. He said people on all sides of the debate will be invited to 

have a say in what a new policy looks like in Tamaqua, but he still believes arming staff is the 

surest way to prevent a school shooting.

Logo taken from the 
Tamaqua Area School 

District Website
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The True Cost  of  College Educat ion
Lily Wiley ?20

Senior year is supposed to be a final triumph of sweet, teenage 

freedom before entering the gruelling adult world, yet I find myself 

exhausted by the constant thought of how I?m going to pay for my 

college education. I?m an average student with average grades, 

nothing about me is too outstanding. I can?t bank on any full-ride 

athletic scholarships or crazy rich parents who can pay the bill for me. 

Like most of my peers, I?m forced to consider a lifetime of crippling 

student debt in order to receive an education that most employers 

would consider mandatory. 

In America, education is highly valued and sought after. A young adult 

applying for a job without a college degree sits at a disadvantage 

compared to someone with a college degree. Although, who is really at 

the biggest disadvantage? A college degree can cost hundreds of thousands of dollars, not to 

mention interest. Why should I have to pay more money than my parents make in a year for an 

education, something most people would consider necessary for a successful career? Honestly, I 

shouldn?t have to pay such an extreme amount of money. Schools and loan companies are targeting 

young adults, the most vulnerable group of people in America, by forcing them to pay thousands of 

dollars for a necessity. 

Loan companies, such as SunTrust or Sallie Mae, will charge between 4.75% to 15.14% in 

interest. I understand that businesses need to make a profit, but why should someone make such a 

profit on my education that I?ll never be able to repay it? Why should some greedy adult force the 

youth of America into a lifetime of entrapment? Is that what America stands for? I hope not. 

I?ve been looking into the military as a way to pay for my education. I?ve asked a lot of trusted 

adults about the decision, too. Some people have told me it?s an honor to serve, some people have 

told me to do what?s necessary to live debt-free. One person told me they 

find it appalling that I should have to risk my life for a right I already have, 

an education. While I don?t agree with any one person?s opinion, their 

words roll around in my head relentlessly. Should I endure something I?m 

not passionate about just to pay for school? 

Debt is a prison. This doctrine has been written in my mind since I 

could understand English. Survival in America is a life without thousands 

owed to others. Young adults should not be targeted and imprisoned by 

debt because they strived to achieve what the common employer considers 

necessary. The right to an education is just as crucial as freedom itself. 

Sources:

https://www.debt.org/students/financial-aid-process/interest-rates/

The views expressed in this editorial do not necessarily represent the views of the Pantherette or its staff.

Photo taken from the 
New Yorker
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It ?s Okay t o Not  Be Okay
Whitney Tomes ?20

In February, I learned that I had mental illnesses. I already knew there was a probability 
because my family has a history of mental illness. I remember being told that I had mental 
illnesses; I felt crushed and embarrassed of who I was. I was a student in leadership positions and I 
couldn?t have this weakness in my life. They diagnosed me with PTSD, major depression, high 
functioning anxiety, binge eating disorder, panic disorder, OCD, and generalized anxiety disorder. 
This was very difficult for me to deal with. I never wanted to acknowledge that I had a mental 
illness because when you tell people that, they look at you differently. I just wanted to be normal.

I think the worst part of having a mental illness is not being able to talk about it. Luckily, I 
have some great teachers and mentors whom I?m able to openly talk to?  but what if you don?t 
have that? Some students at this school don't understand what it?s like to live with a mental illness. 
They may not understand the feeling of having an anxiety attack because something set you off, or 
the feeling of being alone and no one is there to help you. They just don?t understand, so when it 
happens, they think you?re weird or crazy. You wish you could be different, but you can?t. 

Over the last couple of months I?ve been learning to accept myself for who I am, and that it?s 
okay to not be okay. If you are reading this, you may be struggling with a mental illness or you 
know someone who is?  please talk to someone about it. Talking about it will only help that person 
or yourself. You aren?t alone. If you feel ashamed of who you are, don?t: many people have mental 
illnesses, including me. Just remember that it?s okay to not be okay.

Goodbye Par is
Skylar Weddle ?20

According to several reliable news outlets, the United States will withdraw from the Paris 
Climate Accord. This makes us the only 
nation to not actively agree to combat 
climate change. The Trump 
administration has officially begun the 
process of withdrawing from the 2015 
Paris Climate Agreement. President 
Trump called the agreement ?a 
disaster? and that the deal will ?hurt 
the competitiveness of the United 
States.? Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo sent a formal notice to the 
U.N. on Monday, November 3. The 
withdrawal will not be complete until 
the day after the 2020 election. 

Sources:

https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2019/11/04/trump-makes-it-official-us-will-
withdraw-paris-climate-accord/
Photo from UNFCC
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Holiday Survey
Katie Eisenhofer '22

Do you have any holiday traditions?
-  ?Just making food and eating it?
- ?Getting together with family?
-  ?Decorating the tree the day after Thanksgiving?
- ?I watch Elf with my family after Thanksgiving dinner?
- ?For Thanksgiving we break apart the wishbone?

What is one thing you're ?giving thanks? for  dur ing 
this holiday season?
- ?My friends?
- ?Good health and friends that became family?
- ?Great family and friends :)?
- ?I haven?t failed chem yet?

Genet ic Cloning
Helene Yerger '23

Are you aware that you could be cloned? Remember when we were all litt le and wondered 
how awesome it would be if you had someone just like you? Well, now you can! Yes, you read that 
right! We can be cloned?  but with many unsatisfying catches. Let 's dive a litt le deeper. In 1996, 
scientists Keith Campbell and Ian Wilmut were the first to clone a living mammal. Their contestant 
was a sheep named Dolly. She was the first of multiple; since that year, cattle, cats, dogs, rats, deer, 
horses, mules, oxen, rabbits, and monkeys have all been cloned too! This does not mean you 
should ask your parents to clone your pets. Sadly, many clonings only have a 2% chance of 
working. Cloning occurs when there is a somatic cell nuclear transfer, which is the process of taking 
a living skin cell and putting it into an egg cell. When the skin cell is inserted into an female egg cell, 
it it is cloned through birth. 

So, the big question is: can a human be cloned? Well, no one has done it yet, but cloning the 
monkey was a big step towards human clones. Yet, there are downsides to cloning: the low success 
rate, the life after being cloned, and how many say it undermines the work of God and/or Mother 
Nature. Most clones die prematurely (3 weeks before the expected due date the babies die, or have 
severe medical complications). Some are born with mind, lung, and artery disabilit ies. Besides, 
even if you had a clone they would not look like you, act like you, or share similar similarities. Does 
that not totally contradict the point of cloning? Yes and no. Parental genes determine the way you 
look, and a combination of those genes and your environment determine how you act. Unless your 
clone experiences exactly what you did, they will not be exactly like you. 

Cloning is only in its early stages of development and science grows more and more every 
day. I am sure this will be a topic that scientists will continue investigating. So, where do you lie? Do 
you think this goes against Mother Nature? Does this mean human development? Do the odds not 
matter? You decide! 
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SAVING THE PLANET

Gret a Thunberg Gives an Em ot ional U.N. Speech
Dylan Small '22

In September, Greta Thunberg, a 16-year-old 
Swedish climate activist, crossed the ocean to make a 
compelling, heartfelt appeal to the United Nations.  
Thunberg?s arrival in the United States set the tone for 
her U.N. climate summit appearance; she navigated 
the Atlantic Ocean with an emissions-free sailboat 
from Europe.  At the climate summit, Thunberg 
delivered an impassioned message on behalf of her 
generation. In her blunt, straightforward speaking 
style, Greta accused world leaders of stripping her 
dreams and childhood away by their refusal to act on the pressing issue of climate change. 
Thunberg also berated the U.N. for caring more about ?fairytales of eternal economic growth? than 
the collapse of ecosystems, suffering of humanity, and the extinction of animal species ?  all due to 
climate change. Greta declared that the "popular idea" of cutting emissions in half within 10 years 

Why Not  US?
Molly Ballou ?20 and Marlee Rickert ?20 

In recent months, the name Greta Thunberg has become popular across the globe. 
However, there are even more young people across the world that are taking a stand and 
advocating for what they believe in. 

Fifteen-year-old Autumn Peltier lives on a freshwater island in Wiikwemkoong, Canada. 
When she was eight, a sign that warned of toxic water caught her eye: she had always had fresh 
water and could not imagine experiencing the effects of toxic water. Four years later, she 
confronted the Prime Minister?s recent pipeline work, advocating for the water and ensuring the 
water would be protected. Since 2015, she has worked to lift 87 water advisories and spoke at a 
United Nations meeting to stress the importance of access to clean water. 

In Buenos Aires, Argentina, Bruno Rodriguez, a nineteen year old activist, advocates for 
climate change. He has organized student walkouts in Buenos Aires to call for young people to fight 
government complacency and corporate pollution. Recently, at the UN Youth Climate Summit, 
Rodriguez declared climate change as the ?political, economic, and cultural crisis of our time.? In 
addition, he proclaimed to stop the criminal behavior of corporations with their consumption of 
fossil fuels. 

One thing both of those young environmental activists and Greta Thunberg all have one thing in 
common: they are not from the United States. Why are other young adults advocating for their 
environment in their own countries, but lacking in the US? Perhaps education systems, and news 
sources must do a better job at communicating the urgency of the matter. Or, maybe US citizens 
should be held accountable for their own environmental damages and know the rewards of 
eco-friendly actions. 

Continued on page 13...
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Recycling
Alyssa Armpriester '23

In a developing world that continues to advance technologically, it is crucial to become 
familiar with the importance of recycling and its effects on industrial societies, as well as the 
natural habitats that surround us every day. The concept of recycling is not foreign; the 
environment has, and continues to, naturally cleanse itself through things like the water cycle and 
the rock cycle. Even humans have practiced the act of recycling for centuries through simple 
gestures, like handing clothes down to younger siblings or selling reusable goods in a garage sale. 
However, over time, the dramatic shift in human living habits has ultimately left the earth to 
deplete, and as a result, it is unable to naturally rejuvenate like before. Thus, it is crucial for people 
to become aware of recycling and better understand the positive and negative effects it has upon 
the earth. Due to decades of recycling negligence, the problem has accumulated to what is known 
as the Pacific Garbage Patch. Quantities of plastic entering the ocean are growing rapidly with the 
global increase in population and plastic use, 
with the potential for cumulative inputs of plastic 
waste into the ocean as high as 250 metric tons 
by 2025. As scientists have warned, global 
temperatures could reach an irreversible tipping 
point in just 12 years if the world doesn?t act 
dramatically to reduce the amount of carbon 
dioxide released into the atmosphere and the amount of plastic disposed onto land. 

will only produce a 50% chance of keeping the Earth's warming trend below 1.5 degrees Celsius, 
which if exceeded could cause "catastrophic chain reactions beyond human control.?  Thunberg 
went on to contend, ?A 50% risk is simply not acceptable to us ?  we who have to live with the 
consequences.? Thunberg continued to cite statistics supporting her claim, such as,  ?The world had 
420 gigatons of CO2 left to emit as of January 1, 2018. Today that figure is already down to less than 
350 gigatons,? and ?With today's emissions levels, that remaining CO2 budget will be entirely gone 
within less than 8 1/2 years.? She argued that United Nations leaders would not propose more 
extreme plans to decrease CO2 emissions because they are ?still not mature enough to tell it like it 
is.? 

Greta Thunberg?s message to the United Nations and ongoing climate activism have 
resulted in increased worldwide attention and climate awareness.  Beyond her U.N. speech, 
Thunberg has initiated additional climate activism efforts.  Greta and 15 other children from 
various countries took further action by filing a legal complaint against Argentina, Brazil, France, 
Germany, and Turkey, claiming these nations had violated a human rights treaty. According to the 
group, under the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Committee should require 
Member States to take action on climate change in order to provide protections for children. On 
Friday, September 27, Thunberg arranged a Global Climate Strike that took place in 150 countries. 
This strike was organized and led by children from each country. Millions protested in the streets of 
their respective nations demanding to end the use of fossil fuels. Greta marched through New York 
City where she rallied her fellow strikers with the following urgent message:  ?This is an emergency; 
our house is on fire!?

Sources:
www.nbcnews.com/, news.un.org/, www.npr.org/

Source:  https://oceanconservancy.org

https://oceanconservancy.org/trash-free-seas/plastics-in-the-ocean/
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Let ?s Be Sust ainable!
Skylar Renninger ?20

Did you know that 80% of plastic water bottles aren't recycled, and it 
takes between 400 and 1000 years for those bottles to degrade? Pantherette 
stands for helping the environment, and this year, the club is initiating a new 
school-wide fundraiser of reusable water bottles. The bottles are see-through 
with a panther logo on the front to sport your Panther Pride, and hold 20 
ounces of water. They are Nalgene brand bottles, so that means they are BPA 
free and the safest bottles you can use. The water bottles will be sold at a low 
price of $10 and available soon. None of the money is being pocketed by 
Pantherette, though. Every penny will be put towards funding better water 
fountains around our school that have filling stations. The new water fountains 
will provide us with fresher water and an easier way of refilling our bottles, so 
we won?t have to dance around in front of them for the water to come out 
anymore! So, do you want to help reduce your carbon footprint on the Earth? 
Invest in your new water bottle today!

The Clim at e Cr isis
Alyssa Armpriester ?23

The climate of the Earth is changing rapidly because the human race is destroying it in 
multiple ways. Even so, many still might ask, "What exactly is climate change?" Climate change is any 
substantial long-term change in the predicted patterns of normal local (or global) weather over a 
significant period of time. Over the years, climate change has shown many consequences across the 
globe. Some of the human activities that cause the destruction of our climate are the misuse of 
fossil fuels, pollution of water bodies and the use of non-renewable sources, such as gasoline. 

There are many ways in which climate change affects our planet. We depend on farmers, 
who then depend on the land to grow their crops. While agricultural practices can be adjusted to 
environmental conditions, changes such as temperature increases and diseases can affect crops. In 
addition to the issues, extreme weather is causing more obstacles for farmers to put food on the 
table. Climate change is also responsible for extreme droughts and tornado outbreaks in the US this 
past year. Effects are also taking place in the sea. The ocean absorbs about 30% of the carbon 
dioxide released into the atmosphere from the burning of fossil fuels. As a result, the ocean is 
becoming more acidic and that has an impact on marine life. Rising sea levels due to thermal 
expansion and melting of land ice sheets and glaciers are putting coastal areas at greater risk of 
erosion and storm surge.

Over the next 18 months, farmers will try to grow as many crops as possible, as our weather 
will be more difficult to fix than ever after the next 18 months. "I strongly believe that the next 18 
months will assess our ability to keep climate change at a sustaining rate and return nature to the 
balance we need to live," said Prince Charles, speaking at a recent reception for the Commonwealth 
Foreign Ministers. Under the terms of a global climate agreement, countries have also promised to 
improve their carbon cuts by the end of next year. So, by planting trees, cleaning up trash, and 
recycling, we can help restore the climate.
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Unt it led
A short story by Charlotte Baumgard '23

There was nothing Elliot Hill despised more 

than endings. Whether it was the ending of a book, 

a show, a friendship, a year, or a season, it made 

his soul ache with a sort of urgency and longing for 

it to go on. When something ended for Elliot, he 

felt as if he were unimaginably meek and 

unimportant to the situation. Curiously, he felt like 

everyone and everything else kept going while he 

was left behind?  stuck outside the locked doors of 

normally flowing life.

So one might be curious as to how he would react while being faced with the knowledge of 

his own death. See, Elliot Hill had been having dreams, or visions, of his dying day. At first, he 

brushed it off: everyone has dreams like that. He thought nothing of it. But then, to his dismay, 

they progressed throughout the weeks. The notion that it was a coincidence became more and 

more chimerical as the premonitions resumed. 

The feeling of a looming end began to overwhelm him as the fateful date grew closer. The 

urge to tell everyone he knew he was about to die swelled up inside him. Though, he decided he 

wouldn?t tell anyone. He?d rather sit in his small, cozy New York apartment and write music like 

usual. Alarming his family and friends was the last thing he wished to do. They were still reeling 

from the fact that Elliot moved to New York to pursue music. It wasn?t that they were deeply 

disappointed in him or anything; they were proud of his accomplishments and they valued his 

talents, but they still carried a seed of doubt that he would never make it big. They still wished he 

would?ve picked a career path a bit more stable. So, he feared that telling them something so 

seemingly foolish would make them lose any trust they still had pinned to him. 

When the day came, he sat alone in silence for a while, his mind racing, urgently wanting 

something he couldn?t quite put his finger on. When the silence was too much to bear, he sat at his 

piano and crafted one last song. One last song to be remembered by, one last song to show his 

family he was capable, one last song for himself. It was far from his best song?  it was filled to the 

brim with intense emotion he wasn?t sure belonged in it. But one of his good friends once told him 

that  ?art never comes from a place of certainty.? So, he continued until he wasn?t sure he could put 

any more emotion into the song. 

Once it was recorded and on his computer, he compiled it into an email. He titled it ?One 

Last Song? and addressed it to all his friends and family. And with bravado and soul, he swiftly hit 

send.

Calendar
Nov 28 - Thanksgiving

Nov 29 - Black Friday

Dec 2 - Cyber Monday

Dec 3 - Giving Tuesday

Dec 4 - National Cookie Day

Dec 7 - Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day

Dec 10 - Human Rights Day

Dec 13- Friday the 13th

Dec 15 - Bill of Rights Day
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